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The Green Book’s Calvin Ramsey to showcase historical 
Huntington locations 
 
Marshall will host a documentary screening and discussion 
by critically acclaimed playwright and author, Calvin 
Alexander Ramsey, at 7 p.m. Friday, Feb. 3, in the 
Memorial Student Center’s room BE-5. 
 
Ramsey, author of the play “The Green Book,” was 
inspired by Victor Hugo Green, who from 1936 to 1963 
published the Jim Crow-era “Negro Motorist Green Book” 
– a title that was modified over time and eventually 
abbreviated as the “Green Book.” The Green Book was 
used as a reference for safe locations catering to African-
American travelers in the United States, Canada, Mexico and Bermuda. 
 
Ramsey said he will share the history of Huntington, West Virginia, and its role in the Green 
Book. 
 
“There are several buildings still standing in Huntington that were listed as safe places to travel 
in The Green Book,” Ramsey said. “I hope students will learn of this history and realize that 
anyone can make a difference. This book shows how African Americans were very much united 
and talking about its implications in today’s world is more important than ever.” 
 
Maurice Cooley, associate vice president for intercultural affairs, said he’s very excited to host 
an event of this nature to kick off the university’s Black History Month events. 
 
“Huntington’s historical impact on providing safe passage for our African American families 
during the Jim Crow era is a tremendous reflection of our community’s continued commitment 
to social justice,” Cooley said. “We are very excited to host Mr. Ramsey and we look forward to 
the photos and historical accounts of our city’s role in this very important time in our nation’s 
history.” 
 
This event is free and open to the public. The Huntington community is strongly encouraged to 
attend and participate in the discussion to follow the screening. 
 
For more information, contact Cooley by e-mail at cooley@marshall.edu or by calling 304-696-
5430. 
 
————— 
 
Photo: Calvin Alexander Ramsey is the author of “The Green Book,” a two-act play about the 
difficulties African Americans faced while traveling during the Jim Crow era. His play was 
based on his research on the Negro Motorist Green Book, a manual directing African Americans 
to “safe” restaurants, gas stations and hotels. Published from 1936 to 1963, this now-obscure 
guide was once widely used to protect African Americans from segregated facilities in the South 
and throughout the country. Learn more about Ramsey at http://calvinalexanderramseysr.com. 
 
 
 
 
 
Website established for Black History Month activities 
 
The Office of University Communications has established a website at 
www.marshall.edu/blackhistorymonth to provide the latest information on the activities that will 
be taking place this month.  Be sure to check the site for the latest information on events, dates, 
times and locations. 
 
 
 
RCBI to announce first participants in its Ten50 Business 
Accelerator today 
 
The Robert C. Byrd Institute (RCBI) will announce the first participants of Ten50 – West 
Virginia’s Business Accelerator – at its downtown Huntington facility at 2 p.m. Wednesday, Feb. 
1. 
 
RCBI’s Ten50 Business Accelerator drives innovation, entrepreneurship, economic development 
and ultimately job creation by supporting entrepreneurs and their early-stage, growth-driven 
companies. 
 
Only startups with ideas that have the greatest commercial potential were chosen from the field 
of nearly three dozen applicants for Ten50’s inaugural class of entrepreneurs. One is an inventor 
who designed a device to overcome a common problem when feeding livestock. Another 
participant developed technology that promises to save children’s lives. Each concept has great 
potential, but the startups need support to turn their impressive ideas into profitable businesses. 
 
Joining RCBI Director Charlotte Weber and representatives of U.S. Sen. Shelley Moore Capito, 
Congressman Evan Jenkins and the West Virginia Development Office for the introduction of 
Accelerator participants are Huntington Mayor Steve Williams, the Ten50 board of advisors and 
Ten50 Director Bryan Shaw. 
 
Participants will spend three months at Ten50, working from office space at RCBI. They will 
receive guidance and support from a global network of experts and mentors, including RCBI’s 
experienced staff, successful business leaders from across the state and faculty members of 
Marshall University’s Lewis College of Business. 
 
They will have access to RCBI’s statewide Advanced Manufacturing Technology Centers in 
Huntington, Charleston and Bridgeport that offer specialized training and more than $20 million 
of leading-edge prototyping and production equipment – including Additive Manufacturing 
technology with 3D Printers. 
 
 
 
 
 
President issues statement regarding immigration 
 
President Gilbert issued the following statement Saturday, Jan. 28: 
 
“We are reviewing the information we have been able to obtain regarding the executive order 
signed yesterday by President Trump and the impact it will have on the Marshall University 
community. 
 
“We are currently checking to confirm how many students we have from the countries listed 
in the order, and will do everything possible within the law to assist and retain all our 
international students. 
 
“Marshall University currently has more than 550 international students from 56 countries. 
These students are valued and welcomed members of the Marshall family. Their presence 
adds immeasurable value to our campus by bringing the richness of their cultures and 
experiences to Marshall and Huntington. 
 
“We will continue to monitor this evolving situation and, as more information becomes 
available, we will communicate with those affected members of our university community.” 
 
As a follow-up to the statement, the university’s Office of Student Affairs conducted a “town-
hall” meeting Monday to provide any further information and hear concerns of affected students, 
faculty and staff. A later e-mail to international students was as follows: 
 
Dear International Students and Scholars, 
 
Thank you to those who were able to attend yesterday’s forum regarding the changes 
resulting from the Executive Order signed by President Trump on Friday, January 27th, 
2017. We are following up with this message to ensure that those who were not able to attend 
also receive this very important information. 
 
A 90-day ban on entry to the United States has been imposed by the United States 
government on persons from Iran, Iraq, Libya, Somalia, Sudan, Syria or Yemen. Until further 
details or directives are released by government agencies, we are advising all individuals who 
were born in, or are citizens of, one of the above listed countries to not travel outside of the 
United States. It is highly recommended that international students and scholars always carry 
documentation verifying legal status in the United States. Furthermore, it is always advised 
that international students and scholars adhere to regulations regarding current immigration 
status. 
 
If any international student or scholar plans to travel outside of the US, please visit the Office 
of International Student Services, located in Old Main 320. A Designated School Official 
will review your current immigration status, documentation and current immigration rules 
and polices and provide recommendations and advice regarding re-entry to the United States. 
 
To reiterate Marshall University’s President Jerome A. Gilbert’s recent statement, our 
international students and staff bring immense value to our campus, community and country. 
Marshall University and the Office of International Student Services will be doing everything 
possible within the law to assist our international students and scholars. As we receive more 
information, we will be in continued communication. 
 
Thank you, 
 
Tammy R. Johnson, Ed.D. 
Executive Director of Admissions and International Student Services 
 
Contacts: 
 
Tammy Johnson 
Executive Director, Admissions and International Student Services 
Johnson73@marshall.edu 
304-696-3151 
 
Lesli Burdette 
Coordinator of Immigration Services 
Burdette54@marshall.edu 
304-696-7250 
 
Stephanie Hurley Collier 
Executive Director, INTO Marshall University 
Hurley16@marshall.edu 
304-696-4689 
 
MU Counseling Center 
304-696-3111 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to host annual Carter G. Woodson Soul Food Feast 
Feb. 5 
 
The Center for African American Students 
will host the traditional Carter G. Woodson 
annual Soul Food Feast at 2 p.m., Sunday, 
Feb. 5, in the Memorial Student Center’s 
John Marshall Dining Room. 
 
This annual celebration is a time of 
fellowship with friends, family and others 
from throughout the community, said 
Maurice Cooley, Marshall’s associate vice 
president for intercultural affairs. 
 
“It is a joyful time to celebrate in the spirit of 
love while enjoying the company and 
conversation with family, friends and others 
from throughout our community. Plan your appetite for the best of ‘soul full’ food dishes,” 
Cooley said. 
 
The soul food buffet will include traditional African American dishes of chitterlings, crispy fried 
chicken, barbequed ribs, macaroni and cheese, collard greens, candied yams, potato salad, 
beverages and an assortment of tasty desserts. 
 
Tickets are $7 for students and $15 for adults. Tickets are available at the door or can be 
purchased in advance from the Office of Intercultural Affairs to avoid long lines.  For additional 
information, contact the Office of Intercultural Affairs at 304-696-4677. 
 
—————- 
 
Photo: The Carter G. Woodson annual Soul Food Feast is held every year at Marshall University 
to encourage community members to come together in the spirit of fellowship and love. 
 
 
Click above to view in larger size. 
 
‘Band of Gold’ superstar Freda Payne to pay tribute to Ella 
Fitzgerald Feb. 10 
 
Celebrated R&B and jazz vocalist Freda Payne will heat 
up the stage of the Keith-Albee Performing Arts Center, 
Friday, Feb. 10, at 7:30 p.m. to pay tribute to the 
legendary Ella Fitzgerald, for Ella’s centennial 
celebration! This year would have been Fitzgerald’s 
100th birthday. Payne, a lifelong fan of Fitzgerald, is 
celebrating by touring her “Tribute to Ella” show, 
encompassing personal stories and some of Ella’s most 
memorable songs including “A-Tisket, a-Tasket,” “Sweet 
Georgia Brown,” “It Don’t Mean a Thing,” “Mack the 
Knife” and more. In addition, Payne will entertain 
audiences with her own greatest hits. 
 
Payne’s tribute to Fitzgerald offers a tightly structured 
narrative that follows Fitzgerald’s career. Payne includes 
everything from Fitzgerald’s 1934 award-winning Apollo 
Theater debut in an amateur contest to becoming the 
vocalist and subsequent leader of the Chick Webb band, and her concert and recording career as 
the protégé of producer Norman Granz. However, it is the songs that tell the story, defining a 
singer and an era with lyrical clarity. 
 
Payne got an early start singing radio commercial jingles and winning several music talent 
contests while still a teenager in Detroit. She attracted the attention of several music business 
heavyweights including Berry Gordy Jr., and the great Duke Ellington, who featured Payne as 
guest vocalist with his renowned orchestra. After signing a recording contract, Payne shot to 
fame with her #1 hit, “Band of Gold,” as well as “Bring the Boys Home.” 
 
Along with being musically talented, Payne is also well known for her acting. She has starred in 
many Broadway shows including “Jelly’s Last Jam,” “Duke Ellington’s Sophisticated Ladies,” 
“Ain’t Misbehaving” and “Blues in the Night.” She has made film and TV appearances as well 
in such hits as “The Book of Numbers,” “Rag Doll,” “Sprung,” “The Nutty Professor II: the 
Klumps,” “Cordially Invited,” “Rhapsody” and “The Divorce.” 
 
Her latest CD, “Come Back to Me,” is a return to her true jazz roots. The highly acclaimed 
album features Big Band arrangements and features lush strings as well. 
 
Tickets for Freda Payne’s tribute to Ella Fitzgerald are $73.55/$62.85/$52.15/$43.59. To see this 
music superstar perform and pay tribute to her idol Ella Fitzgerald, contact the Marshall Artists 
Series Box Office at 304-696-6656 or order tickets online at Ticketmaster.com. You may also 
visit the box office located in the Joan C. Edwards Playhouse on the Huntington campus. Box 
office hours are Monday through Friday, noon to 5 p.m. 
 
“Freda Payne’s Tribute to Ella Fitzgerald” is sponsored by Con-Jel, Intercultural Affairs at 
Marshall University, B97, WTCR, the Herald Dispatch, WSAZ, Marshall University and the 
Marshall Artists Series. 
 
 
 
 
Click above to view in larger size. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 
School of Pharmacy, Lewis College of Business offer 
collaborative PharmD/MBA program 
 
Marshall’s School of Pharmacy and Lewis College of Business have announced a new 
Pharm.D./M.B.A. program, which will allow graduates to receive both the Master of Business 
Administration and Doctor of Pharmacy degrees concurrently. 
 
The program was developed in response to the healthcare industry’s growing need for people 
who both can make effective clinical decisions and manage fiscal and human resources, 
according to Dr. Glenn Anderson, associate dean of academic and curricular affairs at the School 
of Pharmacy. 
 
“The dual degree program is flexible and integrated. The intent is for students to have the 
opportunity to walk at graduation receiving both degrees,” Anderson said. “This program is the 
first of a number of dual degree opportunities under development at Marshall University through 
the School of Pharmacy.” 
 
Bob Simpson, interim dean of the Lewis College of Business, said of the 46 hours the Lewis 
College of Business requires to complete its MBA, as many as 11 course credits are already 
being taken by the Doctor of Pharmacy students, which would go toward the completion of their 
MBA. 
 
“The Lewis College of Business is very enthusiastic in welcoming PharmD students to this 
innovative and collaborative program with the School of Pharmacy. The opportunity to obtain 
both degrees concurrently creates exciting opportunities for students who have an entrepreneurial 
mindset,” Simpson said. 
 
Students interested in enrolling in this program for Fall 2017 can learn more by contacting Wes 
Spradlin with the Lewis College of Business at spradlin2@marshall.edu or contacting Megan 
Russell with the School of Pharmacy at jude21@marshall.edu. 
 
To learn more about Marshall’s School of Pharmacy and its dual degree programs, visit 
www.marshall.edu/sop online. For more information on the Lewis College of Business and its 
MBA degree program, visit www.marshall.edu/cob online. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall to host 3rd annual Science Olympiad for West Virginia 
students grades 6-12 
 
The College of Science is bringing the Science Olympiad to 
West Virginia for its third year. The opportunity is for students 
in grades 6 through 12. 
 
The Science Olympiad, which organizers say is the “nation’s 
most exciting K-12 science competition,” will take place in 
West Virginia Saturday, Feb. 11, on Marshall University’s 
Huntington campus. Winners of the West Virginia competition 
will travel to Wright State University for the national 
tournament in May. 
 
Teams will compete in a series of 23 challenges, including those in life and social sciences; earth 
and space science; physical science and chemistry; technology and engineering; and scientific 
inquiry. Topics include food science, robot arm and crime busters. A complete list is available 
online at http://www.marshall.edu/so/schedule.php. 
 
The event is co-coordinated by Dr. Jennifer Mosher, assistant professor of biological sciences, 
Dr. Jon Saken, assistant professor of physics, Dr. Elizabeth Niese, assistant professor of 
mathematics, and Dr. Rosalynn Quinones-Fernandez, assistant professor of chemistry. Mosher 
said that in most cases, individual schools will form teams of 15 students for the competition. 
However, in the case of more rural locations, a team of students may represent several schools. 
There are also opportunities for home-schooled students. 
 
“Last year’s event was a great experience for the West Virginia students who participated,” 
Mosher said. “This year, we hope even more students will compete in our state.” 
 
Last academic year, approximately 7,400 teams competed in the competition nationwide. 
 
For further information, visit the West Virginia Science Olympiad website 
at http://www.marshall.edu/so/ or the national website at www.soinc.org, or contact the 
coordinators by e-mail at scienceolympiad@marshall.edu or by phone at 304-696-2755. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall community considers hidden bias in higher education 
 
Members of the Marshall community worked 
toward a deeper understanding of biases held in 
society during Monday’s “The Truth about Bias: 
Deconstructing Hidden Bias across the Higher 
Education Landscape” – an open forum dedicated 
to understanding the effect of unconscious bias in 
higher education. 
 
The forum, moderated by Rick Daniels, dean of 
students at Rock Valley College in Rockford, 
Illinois, addressed effective strategies for bias 
reduction and provided culturally relevant 
activities, which stimulated dialogue among 
Marshall’s administrators, faculty, staff and students. 
 
“By understanding the effects of unconscious bias, and its influence in various areas across the 
higher education landscape, we can work supportively to reduce its occurrence and develop 
effective communication as it pertains to race, power and privilege,” Daniels said. “There is no 
better time than the present to address these issues, especially in light of what is currently 
happening in our nation.” 
 
Dr. Cedric Gathings, vice president of student affairs, said future sessions are being planned to 
continue the conversation about bias at Marshall. 
 
“Before we can properly address a problem through action, we must first identify where those 
problems lie and from where they originated,” Gathings said. “Once we identify those issues, it 
is easier to deconstruct or strategically address these biases in our community.” 
 
Gathings said he hope attendees leave the session understanding how their biases may hinder 
their future potential for success. 
 
“At the core of who we are at Marshall University is family; and, because of this, I think we have 
to rely on our faculty, staff and students who have the passion necessary to provide a positive 
experience for everyone in the community.” 
 
A student session took place at 4 p.m. Monday with planning underway for additional campus 
discussions in the fall semester. 
 
To learn more about future activities hosted by the Office of Student Affairs, visit 
www.marshall.edu/student-affairs. 
 
———— 
 
Photo: Rick Daniels from Rock Valley College in Illinois served as the moderator for Monday’s 
“The Truth about Bias: Deconstructing Hidden Bias across the Higher Education Landscape” – 
an open forum dedicated to understanding the effect of unconscious bias in higher education. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall students host Marshall Day at the A.D. Lewis Center 
 
Equipped with popcorn, cotton candy and games, students from 
Marshall University joined youth at Huntington’s A.D. Lewis 
Center after-school program during Marshall Day at the A.D. 
Lewis Center on Friday, Jan. 27. 
 
Students from the Student Government Association, Campus 
Activities Board and John Marshall Emerging Leaders Institute 
also provided the center’s elementary to high school students 
Pottery Place tiles to paint. 
 
“These types of activities give our kids something to do instead of not-so-good activities,” said 
Maria Hill, director of the A.D. Lewis Center. “It also gives them the opportunity to do 
something they may not be able to afford to experience.” 
 
Hill said she also appreciated the university students interacting 
with her students because of the importance of leading and 
learning by example. In fact, she said that’s the reason she 
graduated from Marshall with a degree in criminal justice after 
having her first child. 
 
“My parents quit school when they had me, and I watched them 
and did the same exact thing,” she said. “That’s why it was crucial 
for me to go back and set the example for my kids that education was worth it.” 
 
Lisa Martin, director of student conduct at Marshall, said Marshall’s Student Affairs office is 
working on building stronger relationships like these throughout the community. 
 
“We want the students at A.D. Lewis to be excited about 
Marshall and see that they can make an impact on their 
community when they become students at the university,” Martin 
said. 
 
“We feel so lucky to be able to hang out with the kids,” said Matt 
Jarvis, student body president at Marshall. “You go in thinking 
you’re going to teach them something, but you walk away having 
learned so much from them. It was a lot of fun!” 
 
To learn more about the Office of Student Affairs at Marshall, visit 
www.marshall.edu/studentaffairs. 
 
————– 
 
Photos: (Top and Middle) Marshall students enjoy games with children at the AD Lewis Center 
during Marshall Day at the A.D. Lewis Center. (Below) Maria Hill, director of the A.D. Lewis 
Center, speaks with a child in the afterschool program during Marshall Day at the A.D. Lewis 
Center. 
 
 
 
 
 
Former medical resident establishes School of Medicine 
scholarship 
 
Venkatesh Nadar, M.D., a former resident physician at the Marshall University 
Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, has pledged to endow a scholarship for 
medical students through the school’s Adopt a Medical Student program. 
 
Nadar, who trained at the school as an internal medicine resident from July 
1987 to June 1990 and as a cardiology fellow from July 1990 to June 1993, 
created the scholarship fund in honor of his parents. The Kadiresan Sannasi & 
Mallikai Pushpam Nadar Family Foundation Scholarship will support a first-
year medical student with financial need. The scholarship is renewable up to three years pending 
normal academic progress. 
 
Born in Tamil Nadu in southern India during the sunset of the British empire, Nadar’s parents 
struggled to provide for their five children. However, through hard work and perseverance, all 
became well educated. Three, including Nadar, went to top medical schools in India, but Nadar 
had bigger aspirations. Since he was a young boy, he had wanted to live in the United States. To 
him, it was the land of opportunity. 
 
“Marshall University played a pivotal role in my life by giving me the chance to realize my 
dreams in this great country,” Nadar said. “I am honored to be able to support the next 
generation of doctors and to ensure that they can have the same opportunities that I did.” 
 
For more information on the scholarships or to make a gift to the Marshall University Joan C. 
Edwards School of Medicine, please contact Linda Holmes, director of development and alumni 
affairs for the Marshall University Joan C. Edwards School of Medicine, at 304-691-1711 or go 
to https://jcesom.marshall.edu/alumni-giving/. 
 
 
 
 
 
Marshall MU partners with South Korean resort for student 
internships at 2018 Winter Olympics 
 
The College of Health Professions is 
providing global internship 
opportunities for its students during 
the 2017-18 winter season at 
YongPyong Resort in South Korea – 
a venue which will host the 2018 
Pyeongchang Winter Olympic ski 
and snowboard events. 
 
Students in the college’s Department 
of Sport Management will have the 
chance to work exclusively with Dr. 
Seong-ik Baek, a supervisor in the 
Yongpyong Resort’s Snowboard 
School. 
 
Baek said this is the first 
collaboration of its kind between Yongpyong Resort and an American university. 
 
“I have two favorite American movies: ‘Jerry Maguire’ and ‘We Are Marshall.’ When I found 
out my colleague Dr. Wanyong Choi was hired as a sport management professor at Marshall, I 
contacted him right away to discuss how we could work together,” Baek said. “This is the only 
university in the U.S. we have partnered with and we hope to expand the opportunities to 
exercise science and physical therapy students on Marshall’s campus in the future.” 
 
Choi, an assistant professor and director of the department’s Sport Data Analysis Center, said 
these students will have a totally different internship experience compared to other university 
students. 
 
“Over half of my students have admitted to having no experience interacting with different 
cultures outside of the U.S.,” Choi said. “These internship opportunities align perfectly with our 
university’s mission to increase global connections.” 
 
Dr. Michael Prewitt, dean of the College of Health Professions, said their sport management 
students would serve as interns for the snowboarding and skiing Olympic events held at 
YongPyong Resort. 
 
“Korea is known for hosting four mega-sporting events such as the World Cup, International 
Track and Field and the Summer Olympics,” Prewitt said. “Having insight into the cultural 
differences within the world of sport management is going to open so many doors for them. With 
Dr. Baek’s leadership and expertise, we have no doubt that our students will have meaningful 
experiences that will shape their careers forever.” 
 
Students will earn six college credit hours with this internship opportunity. Interested candidates 
can learn more by contacting Dr. Jennifer Mak, professor of sport management, at 
mak@marshall.edu or Choi at choiw@marshall.edu. 
 
The Department of Sport Management, which is housed in the School of Kinesiology, is 
planning an informational session for the spring semester, with details to be determined. 
 
For information on other internship opportunities in the College of Health Professions, visit 
www.marshall.edu/cohp online. 
 
——- 
 
Photo: Dr. Michael Prewitt (left) and Dr. Seong-ik Baek signed a formal memorandum of 
understanding Jan. 10 to provide internship opportunities to Marshall University students in the 
sport management program at YongPyong Resort – a host venue for the 2018 Winter Olympic 
Games in Korea. 
 
 
 
 
 
Gamma Beta Phi cell phone drive taking place this week 
 
Gamma Beta Phi National Honor Society is sponsoring a cell phone drive this week until Friday, 
Feb. 3, on the Huntington campus. Any old cell phones can be dropped off in boxes located in 
the Memorial Student Center lobby by the Information Desk and in the lobby of Drinko Library. 
The phones do not have to be in working order. For every cell phone received, one book will be 
donated to a school or library by the Pace Butler Corporation. 
 
For questions or more information, please contact Patty Carman, Gamma Beta Phi Chapter 
Advisor by e-mail at carman@marshall.edu. 
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The next regular issue of We Are...Marshall will be distributed Feb. 8, 2017. Please send items for 
consideration to WAMnewsletter@marshall.edu by 5 p.m. Monday, Feb. 6. 
 
 
 
To read the content of this newsletter online, please click on the following link: 
http://www.marshall.edu/wamnewsletter/February-1-2017. 
 
